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Theology 9 Honors 
Genesis, the Care of the Earth and Pay It Forward 

 

                                        

 

Pope Francis reminds us in his encyclical, Laudato Si,…  Saint Francis, faithful to 
Scripture, invites us to see nature as a magnificent book in which God speaks to us and 
grants us a glimpse of his infinite beauty and goodness. “Through the greatness and the 
beauty of creatures one comes to know by analogy their maker” (Wis 13:5); indeed, “his 
eternal power and divinity have been made known through his works since the creation of 
the world” (Rom 1:20). For this reason, Francis asked that part of the friary garden 
always be left untouched, so that wild flowers and herbs could grow there, and those who 
saw them could raise their minds to God, the Creator of such beauty.21 Rather than a 
problem to be solved, the world is a joyful mystery to be contemplated with gladness and 
praise. The urgent challenge to protect our common home includes a concern to bring 
the whole human family together to seek a sustainable and integral development, for we 
know that things can change. The Creator does not abandon us; he never forsakes his 
loving plan or repents of having created us. Humanity still has the ability to work 
together in building our common home.  

Students are to read and consider the story of creation as found in the 
Bible, Genesis Chapters 1: 1-31 and Chapter 2: 1-3. Use your family Bible or 
use the attached USCCB website for Bible section. After you have read and 
considered the Six Days of Creation and the Day of Sabbath Rest, you will 
for seven days, PAY IT FORWARD FOR CREATION. 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/genesis/1 
http://www.usccb.org/bible/genesis/2 
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Part One: 
How does it work? 
Many of you may have seen the movie ‘Pay It Forward’ or have read the 
novel of the same name, a story about a young boy who did 3 good 
deeds for others in need. In return, all that the child wanted was that they 
pass on the good deed to three other people and keep the cycle going. 
One good deed might not seem like much, but if everyone did something 
good for someone else, then the cycle of generosity and kindness can 
spark us to become better people. 
 
Instead of three good deeds for people you will perform seven good 
deeds for Creation mirroring the days of creation as found in the First  
and Second Chapters of Genesis 
 
 
Creation Day 1 (Genesis 1:1-5) 
God created the heavens and the earth. “The heavens” refers to everything 
beyond the earth, outer space. The earth is made but not formed in any specific 
way, although water is present. God then speaks light into existence. He then 
separates the light from the dark and names the light “day” and the dark “night.” 
This creative work occurs from evening until morning – one day. Pay It Forward! 
by conserving electricity and the use of energy during this day.  Be 
attentive to the use of light and power and attempt to conserve your use. 
 
 
Creation Day 2 (Genesis 1:6-8) 
God creates the sky. The sky forms a barrier between water upon the surface 
and the moisture in the air. At this point earth would have an atmosphere. This 
creative work occurs in one day. Pay It Forward!  be conscious of the gift of 
air and our breathing.  Consider refreshing your room, opening a window 
or door and allowing clean fresh air to cleanse your space and room. The 
summer season allows for warm fresh air to invigorate our days. Go for a 
walk and enjoy the weather at this time of year. 
 
Creation Day 3 (Genesis 1:9-13) 
God creates dry land. Continents and islands are above the water. The large 
bodies of water are named “seas” and the ground is named “land.” God declares 
that all this is good.  
 
God creates all plant life both large and small. He creates this life to be self-
sustaining; plants have the ability to reproduce. The plants were created in great 
diversity (many “kinds”). The earth was green and teeming with plant life. God 
declares that this work is also good. This creative work takes one day. Pay It 
Forward!  Be thankful for the availability of fresh water that we use each 
day.  Be conscious of the amount of water that you use each day and 
attempt for this day to use less to remember those in our world who have 
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limited water.  Perhaps you would forego the use of bottled water for a day 
and consider contributing money to a charitable agency to buy water filters 
for areas of the world that do not have clean water.  Check online for sites 
and become more aware that many people do not have access to clean 
water as do we. 
 
Creation Day 4 (Genesis 1:14-19) 
God creates all the stars and heavenly bodies. The movement of these will help 
man track time. Two great heavenly bodies are made in relation to the earth. The 
first is the sun which is the primary source of light and the moon which reflects 
the light of the sun. The movement of these bodies will distinguish day from night. 
This work is also declared to be good by God. This creative work takes one day. 
Pay It Forward! go out into the evening and spend time viewing and be 
amazed by the wonder of the stars and night sky. Can you identify what 
you are gazing upon and if so be amazed that this is a reflection of God. 
Borrow a telescope and see what the night sky looks like. Such is an 
opportunity to be both prayerful and attentive to God’s gifts and blessings 
in our lives. 
 
 
Creation Day 5 (Genesis 1:20-23) 
God creates all life that lives in the water. Any life of any kind that lives in the 
water is made at this point. God also makes all the birds. The language allows 
that this may be the time God made flying insects as well (or, if not, they were 
made on day six). All of these creatures are made with the ability to perpetuate 
their species by reproduction. The creatures made on Day 5 are the first 
creatures blessed by God. God declares this work good, and it occurs in one day. 
Pay It Forward! Spend an hour in your yard and maybe help someone mow 
the lawn or weed the garden and be aware of the beauty of summer, be 
conscious of the birds and animals that live in your yard, garden and 
neighborhood…maybe with friends create a garden! 
 
Creation Day 6 (Genesis 1:24-31) 
God creates all the creatures that live on dry land. This includes every type of 
creature not included on previous days and man. God declares this work good. 
 
God then takes counsel with Himself, “God said, ‘Let us make man in our image, 
in our likeness’” (Genesis 1:26). This is not an explicit revelation of the trinity but 
is part of the foundation for such, as God reveals an “us” within the Godhead. 
God makes man, and man is made in the image of God (men and women both 
bear this image) and is special above all other creatures. To emphasize this, God 
places man in authority over the earth and over all the other creatures. God 
blesses man and commands him to reproduce, fill the earth and subdue it (bring 
it under the rightful stewardship of man as authorized by God). God announces 
that man and all other creatures are to eat plants alone. God will not rescind this 
dietary restriction until Genesis 9:3-4.  
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God’s creative work is complete at the end of the sixth day. The entire universe 
in all its beauty and perfection was fully formed in six literal, consecutive, 24-hour 
days. At the completion of His creation, God announces that it is very good.  Pay 
It Forward! Today do a good deed that makes a difference for another 
person and you expect nothing in return. 
 
Creation Day 7 (Genesis 2:1-3) 
God rests. This in no way indicates He was weary from His creative efforts, but 
denotes that the creation is complete. Further, God is establishing a pattern of 
one day in seven to rest. The keeping of this day will eventually be a 
distinguishing trait of the God’s chosen people (Exodus 20:8-11).  Pay It 
Forward! and give yourself a Sabbath Rest to thank God for the great gift of 
Creation and the gift of life.  Spend time in prayer, rest and play. Go to 
Church! 
 
 
 
 
 
 

                               
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



Theology 9 Honors         Summer Assignment 2019  Brother Richard Contino, OSF 
 

 
 
Part Two: Report what this experience was like by expressing 
creatively in a poster containing images, drawing or clippings 
that demonstrate your care for our common home. (Poster 
should be no larger than 11x14 or smaller) 
 

 
 
 
Part Three: On the backside of poster respond to these 
questions: 
 
1) All creation reflects the beauty and blessings of God’s Image.  Where 
were you most aware of that Image during this experience? 
 
2) Can you identify and pinpoint how you made a conscious effort to care 
for God’s creation during these seven days. 
 
4) What challenges or joys did you experience as you recall and reflect on 
your care for creation? 
 
5) How can you repair breaks in your relationship with creation, in your 
unspoken sense of superiority? 
 
 
Be creative! This is not just an assignment but also a summer experience. 
Enjoy and invite your family members to participate, offer suggestions and 
some assistance. 
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God of love, show us our place in this world 
as channels of your love 

for all the creatures of this earth, 
for not one of them is forgotten in your sight. 

Enlighten those who possess power and money 
that they may avoid the sin of indifference, 

that they may love the common good, advance the weak, and care for this world in which 
we live. The poor and the earth are crying out. 

O Lord, seize us with your power and light, help us to protect all life, 
to prepare for a better future, 

for the coming of your Kingdom 
of justice, peace, love and beauty. 

Praise be to you!  Amen. 
 
 
 

 
 

Summer assignment will be collected on September 16, 
2019 and worth a test grade! 
brrcontino@stanthonyshs.org 


